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Vermont Marriage Officiant Guide 
Officiants: Ordained ministers residing in this state may perform marriages without registering. 
Non-resident ordained ministers may perform marriages only with the authorization of the pro-
bate court of the district within which the marriage is to take place. Ministers must complete the 
marriage license and certificate of marriage and return it to the clerk’s office from which it was 
issued within ten days from the date of the marriage. 
Marriage Ceremony: A marriage ceremony can be performed by a Vermont judge, Supreme 
Court justice, assistant judge, justice of the peace, or an ordained or licensed minister, rabbi or 
priest residing in Vermont or authorized by their denomination. If the officiant does not reside in 
Vermont, or is not recognized by the State of Vermont, they must file for a permit from a Probate 
Court in the county where the marriage will take place. 

The bridal couple must deliver the license to the Officiant before the marriage can be performed. 
After the ceremony, the Officiant must complete the license, sign it, and return it to the town 
clerk’s office within ten days of the ceremony so that the marriage may be officially registered. 

M A R R I A G E  L I C E N S E  I N F O R M A T I O N  

Much of the information below is state law in Vermont; however, this information can vary by location, 
and is subject to change. We recommend contacting your city or town clerk’s office before applying for 
your marriage license. 

ID Requirement: Valid picture ID and a certified copy of a birth certificate must be presented. 

You must know your legal town of residence and your place and date of birth; you 
will also need to know your parents’ names, including your mother’s maiden name, 
and the states where your parents were born. (A certified copy of your birth 
certificate can supply most of this information.)  

Vermont law requires that at least one of the parties to the marriage must sign in the presence of 
the town clerk, certifying that all facts are correct; however, most town clerks prefer to see both 
parties in person before issuing a license to marry, as the law requires that the clerk is satisfied 
that both parties are free to marry under Vermont laws. The clerk may legally request 
documented proof of your statements; for example, birth certificates, divorce decrees, etc. 
(18VSA, 5141). 

If Previously Married: If you are a widow or widower, you are free to marry. You will be asked 
the date your spouse died. If you are divorced, you may remarry after the date on which your 
previous marriage is dissolved. 

Residency Requirement: If both parties to the marriage are residents of Vermont, you may 
obtain your license from the Town Clerk in the town of residence of either party. If only one of 
you is a resident, go to the Town Clerk of the Vermont resident. Your marriage license is valid 
anywhere in Vermont. 
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If neither of you is a resident of Vermont, you must go to the town clerk in the county in which 
you will be married. You will need to bring:  

• Proof of age (birth certificate) 
• If divorced, a copy of divorce decree 
• If widowed, spouse’s death certificate 

Application Requirement: Both parties to the marriage must appear in person at the time of 
applying. 

Proxy Marriages: Not permitted. Both parties to the marriage must be present. 

Fees: $20+ (Cash Only). 

Waiting Period: No waiting period required. 

Blood Tests: No blood test requirement. 

Under 18: If you are at least 16 years of age, but under age 18, you must obtain the consent of a 
parent or guardian. Anyone under guardianship may not marry without the guardian’s written 
consent. 

Cousin Marriage: Permitted under certain conditions. Vermont does not allow marriage be-
tween most close relatives. Check with the town clerk for more information. 

Same Sex Marriage: Permitted. 

Miscellaneous: You will need a copy of your marriage certificate if you want to change your 
name legally (i.e., for Social Security, etc.). You may request (in person or in writing) a copy of 
the marriage certificate from the town clerk two weeks after the ceremony. 

You cannot marry in Vermont to evade the laws of the state where you live. You cannot marry if 
either of you is currently married to someone else. The law also requires that both parties be of 
sound mind. 

Valid: A Vermont marriage license is valid for 60 days. The marriage license can only be used 
(solemnized) within the State of Vermont. 

 

For additional information, please visit www.FirstNationMinistry.org 

 
 
The above information is believed to be correct, but does not purport to be legal advice, is not all-inclusive 
and shall be used only as a guide. Under the terms specified in your ordination, you are solely responsible for 
becoming familiar with and complying to all current laws and regulations in effect within the jurisdiction in 
which you will conduct ceremonies. 

http://www.FirstNationMinistry.org


PETITION FOR NON-RESIDENT MINISTER TO PERFORM MARRIAGE CEREMONY 
 

 
TO THE HONORABLE PROBATE COURT WITHIN AND FOR SAID DISTRICT: 
 
Now comes _______________________________________________________  

of _____________________________________ and respectfully states 

that in accordance with Title 18, § 5144 of the Vermont Statutes 

Annotated, he/she hereby applies for Special Authorization 

to solemnize the marriage in _____________________ now planned for 
                                   (TOWN) 
_______________________ between ______________________________         (DATE) 
of ___________________________________________________________                        (MAILING ADDRESS) 
 

and __________________________________________________________ 

of ___________________________________________________________.                        (MAILING ADDRESS) 
 

That the petitioner is a regularly ordained Minister of the 
First Nation Church, and is currently serving as a ceremonial 
minister in _________________________ and that said Petitioner 

                  (TOWN) 

is a minister in good standing. 
 
Dated at __________________, this ____ day of ____________, 2018. 
 
 
Tel: ______   ___ ______ __ ______________________   ___________ 
                                           (SIGNATURE) 

 
Subscribed and sworn to before me at ____________             __, 
 
this _________ day of __________________, 2018. 

 
 
________________________________ 
        (NOTARY PUBLIC) 

 
RETURN TO:  
 

 
 
FILING FEE: $50.00      PLEASE ALSO INCLUDE 

 PROOF OF ORDINATION 
 

PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY OR TYPE 








